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Church authorities

· They keep watch over our souls.

· They raise us up and train us for _________________.

· They release us into _______________.

· They love us, encourage us and discipline us.

· They guide us.

· They prepare the way for those behind them.

Honoring Authority

Romans 13:1-8

Honor: 
• to regard or treat with respect,

•the value of something precious,

• of the honor one has due to their rank or office held
Authority:
• the power of influence and right (privilege);

• power of rule or government

· Authority is a God-thing, not a man-made thing.

· By honoring authority, we honor ________. By dishonoring authority, we

    
dishonor God.

· Authority is simply about: ________________ and responsibility.

· Authority is meant to work to our advantage.

· God uses authority to establish order.

· Authority comes out of God’s order, not necessarily rank or seniority.

Practical Ways to Honor Authority

1. Love them _____________ (I Peter 4:8).

2. Submit to them __________ (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 2:13-17).

a. Submit: a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming

responsibility & carrying a burden

3. Serve them gladly (Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 6:5-8; 1 Peter 4:10). Serve

them the way that you have been gifted to serve.

4. Challenge them righteously (Matthew 18:15).

a. Pray over the alleged offense and get God’s perspective.

b. Go to them within three days privately, without speaking to anyone else

     first.

c. Appeal to them as a father (this will ensure the proper respect).

d. Listen to their counsel, if any, and then pray about it if needed.

e. Be sure to stay away from personal opinions and stick to scripture.

5. Give them double honor (1 Timothy 5:17-18).

6. Honor their personal time (Mark 6:30-31).

7. _________ for them __________ (1 Timothy 2:1).

8. Make their vision your vision (2 Timothy 2:1-3)

